Foreword by Snowden Paul
??This is already the fifth issue of Waseda Global Forum, and I am proud to present it at the 
end of the 2008-09 academic year. This annual collection of articles introducing the results 
of the recent research and other academic activities of some of our faculty members ? and 
others ? does not necessarily cover any single field or discipline. Instead, it reflects our 
faculty members? diversity of major and minor interests, thereby also mirroring the diversity 
in terms of nationality, educational experience, linguistic background and so on of our 
students. It is to be hoped that readers will perceive here the breadth and width and height of 
academic endeavour that we hope to instil in our students. 
?
??As an undergraduate school, SILS must dedicate itself to giving our young charges a 
close acquaintance with the two central concepts of our curriculum since we were set up five 
years ago: a multicultural experience, which we provide through a well-developed network of 
partner institutions worldwide who take in our students for their year abroad, and the benefits 
of a multidisciplinary environment, which we wish to reinforce by teaching not only simple 
knowledge but also the important rhetorical and research-related skills that accompany it.
??At the same time, our multicultural, multilingual faculty deserve an outlet for the results 
of their own research, which is often conducted without the benefit of close contact with 
colleagues who are peers in the same speciality. In this journal they are encouraged to engage 
in an international dialogue on their various topics. This year, the 200th anniversary of the 
Phaeton incident, after which the Shogunate bowed to internal advice and external pressure 
to initiate studies in English, French and Russian in addition to the conventional Dutch, 
seems especially appropriate to celebrate in a journal that offers such freedom in language as 
well as style and content.
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??Your comments on all or any of these articles would be most valuable to us. Applications 
to contribute from around the world will also be welcomed and carefully evaluated. We want 
to keep this as a journal of high academic quality that remains accessible to our students, and 
to our many readers far beyond the bounds of Waseda University.
??It is now possible to report that SILS held its first major graduation ceremony in March, 
2008. Almost 500 of our first intake of students ?mostly from inside Japan? have now gone 
out into the world, to diverse excellent employment opportunities and an impressive range of 
graduate schools both inside and outside Waseda and even Japan. In next year?s issue, we will 
be able to report with equal confidence on the success on our first intake in September, 2004 
of students from outside Japan. 
?
??There is every sign that the international reputation of SILS has established itself, 
so that we are attracting more and more applicants not only from Japan and the immediate 
region, but from far further afield. To be sure, recent financial circumstances may bring forth 
temporary difficulties in attracting large numbers of students from certain parts of the world. 
Nevertheless, we are confident that our standards will continue to rise with our reputation, 
but we do remain open to advice and comments on how we can continue to improve.
??At the end of this academic year, we must say farewell to our respected colleague Curtis 
MCFARLAND, who will retire after over a quarter of a century of distinguished service at 
Waseda. When he arrived, ?internationalization? and ?multilingualism? were nothing but 
empty clichés, but his patience and wisdom have paved the way for them to materialize in 
a way that might not have been foreseen in those days. McFarland-sensei joined the faculty 
of Waseda University in 1982, having already been active for several years in linguistic 
research and teaching in Japan. Until moving to SILS in 2004, he taught his native English 
at the School of Science and Engineering in Waseda, where he played an active role in many 
reforms of the language education system. His research and publications have concentrated 
on the languages of the Philippines, which he has analysed and described comparatively, 
phonologically, syntactically and affectionately At SILS, McFarland-sensei has given much 
time ? not to mention the benefits of his experience and sympathetic approach ? to many 
aspects of the admissions system, applying his consistent high standards to participating in 
entrance examinations, interviewing ?even on exhausting weekend U-turn trips overseas?, 
and evaluation of the English proficiency of our students. We wish him well for a long and 
enjoyable retirement in the Philippines, and look forward to frequent reunions.
